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DIQEST: 

Employee who owned a r e s i d e n c e  a t  h i s  o ld  
d u t y  s t a t i o n  i n  Menlo Pa rk ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
may be r e i m b u r s e d  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  i t s  sa le  
i n c i d e n t  t o  h i s  t r a n s f e r  t o  G r a n t s  Pass, 
Oregon. A l though  h e  and  h i s  f a m i l y  were 
n o t  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  h o u s e  o n  t h e  da t e  h e  
w a s  f i r s t  d e f i n i t e l y  i n f o r m e d  of h i s  
t r a n s f e r ,  t h e y  would h a v e  r e s i d e d  there ,  
b u t  for t h e  fact  t h a t  h e  was away f rom 
h i s  o l d  d u t y  s t a t i o n  for  11 months  prior 
to  t h e  t r a n s f e r  o n  temporary d u t y  a s s i g n -  
ments .  

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  is i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  f rom 
t h e  A c t i n g  C h i e f ,  Branch  o f  F i n a n c i a l  Management, Geological 
S u r v e y ,  Depa r tmen t  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e n t i t l e -  
ment  of M r .  Samuel T. B a r d e l s o n ,  to  be r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  rea l  
e s t a t e  sales e x p e n s e s  i n c i d e n t  t o  a pe rmanen t  c h a n g e  of sta- 
t i o n  i n  October 1982. W e  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  h e  is e n t i t l e d  to be 
r e i m b u r s e d  those e x p e n s e s .  

FACTS 

M r .  B a r d e l s o n ,  a n  employee  o f  t h e  Geological S u r v e y ,  
W e s t e r n  Mapping C e n t e r ,  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  i t s  Menlo P a r k ,  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  o f f i c e  i n  1979 and p u r c h a s e d  a h o u s e  i n  n e a r b y  
Redwood C i t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  H e  and h i s  f a m i l y  o c c u p i e d  t h a t  
r e s i d e n c e  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1981 when h e  was s e n t  to  F a l l o n ,  
Nevada,  f o r  e x t e n d e d  t r a i n i n g  a s s i g n m e n t .  H e  r e t u r n e d  to  
Menlo P a r k  i n  May 1981 and c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i v e  i n  t h e  house  
u n t i l  December 1981. A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  h e  w a s  a s s i g n e d  on  
temporary d u t y  to  a f i e l d  project  i n  Needles, C a l i f o r n i a ,  
where  he  r ema ined  u n t i l  Apr i l  1982, when h e  was r e a s s i g n e d  
to temporary d u t y  i n  G r a n t s  Pass, Oregon.  On October 20,' 
1982, M r .  B a r d e l s o n  was o f f i c i a l l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  t h e  G r a n t s  
Pass o f f i ce  as a p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e  o f  s t a t i o n .  

When M r .  B a r d e l s o n  wen t  o n  e x t e n d e d  f i e l d  d u t y  i n  
Needles, C a l i f o r n i a ,  h i s  f a m i l y  t r a v e l e d  w i t h  h im and h e  
r e n t e d  o u t  h i s  Redwood C i t y  r e s i d e n c e .  H e  says t h a t  h e  
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i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  lease a p r o v i s i o n  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  t e n a n t  
to  v a c a t e  t h e  h o u s e  upon 30-day n o t i c e .  H e  d i d  so b e c a u s e  
h e  was t o l d  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  be recalled t o  Menlo P a r k  a t  a n y  
t i m e .  H e  placed t h e  b u l k  of h i s  h o u s e h o l d  goods i n  commer- 
c i a l  s torage  a n d  s t o r e d  some of t h e  g o o d s  i n  t h e  garage o n  
t h e  premises. A f t e r  December 1 9 8 1 ,  n e i t h e r  h e  n o r  h i s  
f a m i l y  r e o c c u p i e d  t h e  Redwood C i t y  h o u s e  as t h e i r  resi- 
d e n c e .  When h e  was p e r m a n e n t l y  a s s i g n e d  t o  G r a n t s  Pass ,  he 
d e c i d e d  t o  s e l l  t h a t  h o u s e  a n d  buy a new h o u s e  i n  G r a n t s  
Pass. 

DEC IS I ON 

S u b s e c t i o n  5 7 2 4 a ( a ) ( 4 )  of t i t l e  5 ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Code ,  
a u t h o r i z e s  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f :  

" E x p e n s e s  o f  t h e  s a l e  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  
* * * o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e  a t  t h e  o l d  s t a t i o n  * * * . * I  

Paragraph 2-6 . ld  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  
FPMR 101-7 (September 1 9 8 1 )  ( F T R ) ,  provides:  

'Id. Occupancy  r e q u i r e m e n t s .  The 
d w e l l i n g  f o r  w h i c h  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  s e l l i n s  
e x p e n s e s  is  c l a i m e d  was t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  resi- 
d e n c e  a t  t h e  time h e / s h e  was f i r s t  d e f i n i t e l y  
i n f o r m e d  by  c o m p e t e n t  a u t h o r i t y  of h i s / h e r  
t r a n s f e r  to  t h e  new o f f i c i a l  s t a t i o n . "  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  FTR paragraph 2 - 1 . 4 i  i n c l u d e s  i n  t h e  
d e f i n i t i o n  of " o f f i c i a l  s t a t i o n "  t h e  r e s i d e n c e  " f r o m  which  
t h e  e m p l o y e e  r e g u l a r l y  commutes  t o  a n d  f r o m  work." 

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  w e  d e n i e d  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  o f  sa les  
e x p e n s e s  where t h e  d w e l l i n g  s o l d  was n o t  t h e  e m p l o y e e ' s  
a c t u a l  place o f  r e s i d e n c e  a t  t h e  time o f  n o t i c e  o f  t r a n s -  
f e r .  46 Comp.  Gen. 7 0 3  ( 1 9 6 7 ) .  However, w e  h a v e  h e l d  
t h a t  w h e r e  a n  e m p l o y e e  is c o n s t a n t l y  i n  a t r a v e l  s t a t u s ,  
a n d  h a s  n o  s i n g l e ,  t r u e  o f f i c i a l  d u t y  s t a t i o n ,  b u t  o n l y  a 
place so d e s i g n a t e d  f o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  h e  may 
b e  r e i m b u r s e d  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  s e l l i n g  h i s  home, s i n c e  i t  is 
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i m p o s s i b l e  for  t h e  employee  t o  commute d a i l y  f rom t h a t  resi- 
d e n c e .  S e e  B i l l y  L. Kenney, 8-188706, December 14,  1978;  
and  Robert A. Van Wink le ,  8-184004, A p r i l  27,  1976. 

W e  have  also made a n  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  " a c t u a l  
r e s i d e n c e "  r u l e  w h e r e  a n  employee is away from h i s  o l d  
d u t y  s t a t i o n  on  e x t e n d e d  t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  a t  t h e  time when 
h e  is in fo rmed  o f  a t r a n s f e r .  Thus ,  i n  d e c i s i o n  F rank  M. 
L i n d e e n ,  B-188657, December 30 ,  1977,  t h e  employee was o n  
d e t a i l  away from h i s  o f f i c i a l  d u t y  s t a t i o n  f o r  a p r o t r a c t e d  
per iod,  d u r i n g  which  t i m e  h e  r e n t e d  o u t  t h e  house  f rom which  
h e  o r d i n a r i l y  commuted t o  work. A t  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  h i s  
d e t a i l  he  r e c e i v e d  a p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e - o f - s t a t i o n  a s s i g n m e n t  
t o  a l o c a t i o n  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d i s t a n t  f rom h i s  o l d  o f f i c i a l  
d u t y  s t a t i o n  so as t o  r e q u i r e  him t o  s e l l  h i s  o ld  r e s i d e n c e  
and  relocate.  I n  r u l i n g  t h a t  h e  was e n t i t l e d  to  be reim- 
b u r s e d  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  s e l l i n g  t h a t  r e s i d e n c e ,  w e  c o n c l u d e d  
t h a t ,  b u t  f o r  t h a t  d e t a i l  pe r fo rmed  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  
Government ,  h e  would h a v e  been  l i v i n g  i n  t h a t  r e s i d e n c e .  
See a l so  B-164043, May 2 8 ,  1968. 

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  case, Mr. B a r d e l s o n  would have  r e s i d e d  
i n  t h e  house  i n  Redwood C i t y  b u t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  was 
d e t a i l e d  t o  N e e d l e s  and  t h e n  t o  G r a n t s  P a s s  f o r  a t o t a l  o f  
1 1  months  o n  o f f i c i a l  b u s i n e s s .  Thus ,  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  
h i m  t o  u s e  h i s  Redwood C i t y  r e s i d e n c e  as  a home d u r i n g  t h a t  
time. The f ac t  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  and c h i l d  accompanied him, and 
t h a t  h e  r e n t e d  o u t  t h e  Redwood C i t y  r e s i d e n c e  d u r i n g  h i s  
t e m p o r a r y  d u t y  d o e s  n o t  p r e c l u d e  r e c o v e r y .  

t h e  allowable e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  upon s e l l i n g  h i s  h o u s e  i n  
Redwood C i t y ,  C a l i f o r n i a .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  payment  is a u t h o r i z e d  t o  M r .  B a r d e l s o n  f o r  
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